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Great stress is laid upon the value of the family, and
notwithstanding all that is done by the Government for
the children, neither father nor mother are relieved of
their parental responsibilities. The Soviet authorities,
acting differently in this respect from other countries,
encourage " paternity suits " and make non-payment of
affiliation orders punishable under the criminal code. If
a mother abandons her children, say after divorce or
separation, the law may compel her, if she is earning an
independent income, to pay alimony to her former husband.
The legal protection of motherhood in Western European
countries is still behind the U.S.S.R. in this, as in so many
other ways.

In these circumstances complete cessation of prostitution
is not remarkable, though wholly welcome.

Every discouragement is given to promiscuity. Lenin
opposed it from the outset. The " new sexual life " which
was advocated by some seemed to him to be abhorrent, a
mere extension of the bourgeois brothel. To those who
excused moral laxity on the ground that the satisfaction of
the instincts was as simple and unimportant as " the
drinking of a glass of water ", he replied, " will a normal
person under normal conditions He down in the dirt and
drink from a puddle? Or even from a glass with a rim
greasy from many lips? "

The myth of the " socialization of women " in the Soviet
Union was a clever device, without a basis in fact, used
abroad to embitter feeling against the new Soviet order.
My friends in Kiev were very bitter about this charge,
which had been represented to the country people in
earlier years as the " all-under-the-same-blanket" theory.

As a matter of fact sex plays a comparatively small part
in Soviet Russia in general, and everything lascivious or
degenerate has been expunged from Soviet public life.
Co-education produces a healthy atmosphere. The girls
are strong and physically able to look after themselves.
<f Petting parties " are unknown. Healthy activity and an
all-absorbing common goal, together with the freedom
and independence of women, have thrust sex back into its
more natural and normal and less prominent place. The